2008 Marian Archer Award

Kathy Nalley-Schembra, Roncalli High School

The Marian Archer Award is an award established by the Archer Family in 1979 to honor Marian Archer for outstanding work in promoting girls’ athletics.  Marian Archer was the owner of Sports Togs in Carmel – a sporting goods business that dealt exclusively with uniforms for female athletes, and was one of our earliest exhibitors at our ICGSA spring conference.  The recipient of this award should have been or is actively and positively involved in the promotion of girls’ athletics, and they may be in any field where he or she may promote girls’ athletics in Indiana.

Tonight the ICGSA Executive Board is honoring a lady who is one of our ICGSA charter members and an early pioneer of girl’s athletics in the state of Indiana.  A life-long of Indianapolis and graduate of Ball State University in 1972 and later returned to receive her graduate degree in 1976.  Like many of the early pioneers she began her coaching career coaching multiple sports of volleyball, basketball, and track.  After 36 years of coaching and teaching at Roncalli High School she will be retiring at the end of this school year.  I am sure that during her early retirement years she will be returning to Ball State – only this time to watch her daughter play volleyball.

Volleyball became the sport in which she excelled as a coach.  During her coaching career her teams have earned 5 county championships, 10 city championships, 22 sectional titles, 10 regional titles, 3 semi-state titles, and three state championships in 1981, 1998, and 2006.  Presently she is the second  winningest coach in volleyball in Indiana with 911 career wins, and upon her retirement she was the oldest active volleyball coach in Indiana from Ball State University.

Our recipient has been honored three times as the Ball State University Volleyball Alumnus of the Year, and in 2005 was the National Federation High School Sports   recipient of their WIN Award for Courage for her battle with breast cancer while coaching. She has also been honored by the Marion County Coaches of Girls Sports Association – of which she is also a charter member – with their Jan Brown Award of Excellence.  She currently serves as the Department Chairperson of Health and Physical Education at Roncalli and was named the 2005 Indiana Health Teacher of the Year by the IAHPERD and in 2007 was named the Midwest Health Teacher of the Year.  

Described by her principal as a very loyal person with her loyalties prioritized with faith, family, and friends, and her value to the Roncall community far exceeds  any championship or trophy.  We, as the ICGSA Executive Board, also recognize that her value and contributions to girl’s athletics in the State of Indiana also exceeds any championships and trophies; and that is why we have chosen to honor Kathy Nalley-Schembra of Roncalli High School as our 2008 Marian Archer Award recipient. 
